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SUBJECT: BIRU BROTHERS AND NORTHERN SHOA INSURGENCY 
(CONTINUED) 

REF: ADDIS 4158 

1. AMERICAN SOUTHERN BAPTIST MISSIONARIES LIVING IN MENZ, WHO 
HAD TRANSMITTED LETTER FROM BIRU BROTHERS (REFTEL), DELIVERED 
ANOTHER HANDWRITTEN NOTE (SAME HANDWRITING - COPY BEING POUCHED) 
TO EMBOFF OF APRIL 30 ENTITLED "THIS IS AN INTERNATIONAL APPEAL" 

AND DIRECTED IN PARTICULAR TO INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS AND UNICEF 
FROM ETHIOPIAN PEOPLE S LIBERATION FRONT (EPLF). LETTER REPORTS 
MARCH 28 CLASH BETWEEN ETHIOPIAN TROOPS AND BIRU BROTHERS' FORCES 
AND RESULTING GOVERNMENT ATROCITIES. IN REPRISAL FOR DEATH OF SEVEN 
GOVERNMENT SOLDIERS, LETTER STATES, GOVERNMENT TROOPS KILLED EIGHT 
CIVILIANS, INCLUDING TWO WOMEN WHO WERE BURNED ALIVE, AND BURNED 
200 HOMES. 

2. MISSIONARY STATES THAT ALL FACTS CONTAINED IN LETTER ARE TRUE 
AND, IN FACT, UNDERSTATED. AFTER MARCH 28 INCIDENT, 28 FUNERALS 
WERE HELD IN HIS AREA AND 286 HOUSES WERE FOUND TO HAVE BEEN 
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CARRYING THE ARKS FROM THEIR CHURCHES HAD CONFRONTED THE ARMY 
AND PREVENTED AN EVEN GREATER SLAUGHTER. HE BELIEVES BRIDGE 
BURNING WHICH PRECIPITATED GOVERNMENT ACTION WAS PUT-UP JOB BY 
GOVERNMENT. 

3. MISSIONARY REPORTED ANOTHER BATTLE TOOK PLACE ON APRIL 22 IN 
SAME AREA IN WHICH FIVE SOLDIERS AND SIX BIRU FOLLOWERS WERE 
KILLED. ANOTHER 40-50 LOCAL MILITIA, WHO HAD BEEN COERCED INTO 
JOINING SOLDIERS IN CAMPAIGN THROUGH THREAT OF BURNING THEIR 
HOUSES, WERE ALSO KILLED. GOVERNMENT FORCES ARE REPORTEDLY 
PINCHING IN ON BIRUS, WHO HAVE REDUCED THEIR FOLLOWING TO 50 
BECAUSE OF DOOD AND SUPPLY SHORTAGES. 

4. EIGHTY GOVERNMENT TROOPS REPORTEDLY NOW STATIONED IN TOWN OF 
GISHE IN ATTEMPTS TO CAPTURE SECOND "SHIFTA LEADER" LOCATED NEAR 
THERE WHO HAS KILLED SOME 20 GOVERNMENT SOLDIERS. 

5. A SECOND PAIR OF BROTHERS WHO HAD BEEN OPERATING IN MAHAL 
MADA AREA IN OPPOSITION TO GOVERNMENT WERE CAPTURED AND INTERNED 
IN MAHAL MEDA. MISSIONARY REPORTED THAT ONE OF BROTHERS AND SOME 
OF HIS FOLLOWERS ESCAPED LAST WEEK AND NOW AT LARGE ATTEMPTING TO 
RAISE MORE FOLLOWERS IN MENZ AREA. 

6. COMMENT: IN ACCEPTING LETTER FROM MISSIONARIES, WHICH REACHED 
THEM THROUGH LEPER PASSING MESSAGE TO MISSIONARY DOCTOR DURING 
SICK CALL, EMBOFF STATED THAT LETTER WOULD BE TRANSMITTED TO 
STATE DEPARTMENT BUT MAY OR MAY NOT REACH ICRC. LETTER WILL BE 
POUCHED TO DEPARTMENT AND WE WILL ADVISE ICRC OF ITS CONTENTS 
ORALLY AND CONFIDENTIALLY. 
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